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A Neighborhood Where Families Grow

Shadow Hills Property Owners Association
Dedicated to Preserving Rural Community�

SHPOA

(Please see “Recap”  on p. 2)

General Meeting

Tuesday, November 11, 2025 - 7 pm
Tierra del Sol, 9919 Sunland Blvd., 

Shadow Hills
AGENDA: 

Election of next year’s SHPOA officers 
for 2026

and
Guest Speakers: 

• Miriam Moore - The Climate Corp 
Initiative

• Solomon Bothwell, Shadow Hills 
Radio Station: KPBJ 95.9 FM

************************
SHPOA Holiday Festival

Saturday, December 20, 2025
1-4 pm

The Stonehurst

Traditional Holiday Buffet and Open 
Bar and beverages (2 tickets per guest), 

Graciously hosted by owner, Nancy 
Kwong

International dishes including:
Tamales

Pasuts Tolma
Nazook pastries
Holiday cookies

Santa will be making a special stop 
to visit with our neighbors and bring 

presents to the children (10 years and 
under). And … Santa will lead us in 

singing our Holiday favorites!

And … The La Cañada Holiday Brass 
Ensemble will be performing traditional 

Holiday music

Tickets will go on sale on Nov. 9, 2025 
through Eventbright. Look for the link on 
our website (www.shpoa.us) and in the 

Daily Fodder emails.

Ticket Prices:
$20.00 per adult (13 years and up)

$10.00 for children 6 - 12
Free for children 5 and under

SHPOA is also asking each ticket 
holder to bring a non-perishable food 
item (or two), which we will donate to 
“Making It Happen.”  For info about 

their services, please go to https://www.
makingithappeninc.org/what-we-do.  
They are especially in need to items 
that can be eaten by folks that do not 
have access to cooking facilities (ex: 
canned ravioli, or ready to eat items).

Recap and Minutes from the September 
9, 2025 SHPOA General Meeting

By Tina Eick, SHPOA Board

On September 9th, 2025 @ 7:00 pm, 
SHPOA held its General Meeting at 
Tierra Del Sol. The meeting was well 
attended as there were many land use 
issues on the agenda. Arthur Javadyan 
and Ricardo Flores, Deputies from 
Councilmember Rodriguez’s Officer 
(CD7) were also in attendance in order 
to answer city-related questions. Pizza 
was available to all.
Of major concern to the neighbors 

was the escalation of noise, traffic and 
houses being used as businesses 
in our residential zones - nuisance 
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2025 SHPOA Board Members
(if no email is listed, please send to board@shpoa.us)

Executive Officers
President:			   Tina Eick 
			   board@shpoa.us

Vice President:		  Jacqy Gamble

Executive Secretary:		  Susan Wong

Recording Secretary:		  vacant

Treasurer:			   Michael Stein

Membership:		  Gerardo Barrientos

Appointed Officers

Land Use:			   Bill Eick

Equestrian and Trails: 	 Rosey Payne (Liaison)
			 
Neighborhood Watch:		 Vacant

Daily Fodder and		  Susan Wong
Lost/Found Pets		  shpoa@shpoa.us

Webmaster:		  Michael Stein 
			   webmaster@shpoa.us	

Traffic Safety Coordinator	 Carlos George

Newsletter Editor and	 	 Tina Eick
      Article Collection:		 board@shpoa.us

Newsletter	 Advertising 	 Michael Stein
  			   webmaster@shpoa.us

Newsletter Design/Layout:	 Cindy Bloom

Hospitality:		  Pam Nesmith

Historian:			   vacant

SHPOA’s Mailing Address:	 P.O. Box 345, Sunland, CA  91041
SHPOA’s E-mail Address:	 shpoa@shpoa.us or

			   board@shpoa.us

Website:  			  www.shpoa.us

Senior Lead Police Officers:

Sunland/Shadow Hills/LVT	 Wilcer Godoy
			   36495@lapd.online     818-634-0705

Sun Valley/Shadow Hills West  	 Eric Perez
			   38338@lapd.online     818-634-0755

			   LAPD Foothill Div. Front Desk
			   818-756-8861

Foothill Trails District Neighborhood Council (FTDNC)
			   www.ftdnc.org
President:			   Kevin Davis			 
			   president@ftdnc.org
Shadow Hills Reps:		  Gerardo Barrientos

(“Recap”  cont’d from p. 1)

(Please see “Remote”  on p. 3)

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

houses. Deputy Javadyan explained 
the procedures needed to report said 
problems. The bottom line … disruptive 
incidents must be reported in order 
for the city to take action. Every time! 
Dial MyLA311 to file a complaint. They 
will assign a confirmation number. To 
further the response, send the report 
with the confirmation number to Deputy 
Javadyan, along with any pictures and/or 
videos at arthur.javadyan@lacity.org or 
818-352-3287. Remember: If it doesn’t 
get reported, it didn’t happen!
Following a long and sometimes heated 

discussion on nuisance houses, Susan 
Wong and Tina Eick gave an update 
on the status of Senate Bill 79 (SB79). 
The final update is included in the article 
“SB79 Update From United Neighbors” 
in this November newsletter.
Next, Tina Eick gave a brief update 

on SB9 legislation which allows higher 
density to our residential zones. SHPOA 
has asked Mayor Bass to exempt all 
areas in the City of LA that are designated 
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
from the SB9 legislation - including 
Shadow Hills. Currently, she has only 
exempted Pacific Palisades from SB9, 
which doesn’t seem equitable. We have 
yet to hear from Mayor Bass’ office.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Remote Monitoring Of Streetlights 
Outages

By Elektra Kruger, Resident

Over the past decade, the City has 
seen increasing incidents of vandalism 
against its streetlight network resulting 
in widespread outages and extended 
average repair times to restore lighting 
to any given location despite having 
launched a task force to address theft of 
copper wire from streetlight infrastructure, 
action having been taken against 
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Benefits and Value of SHPOA Membership
Preserve Country Lifestyle
√	 Fight for code enforcement to protect 
		 residential zoning
√	 Provide legal counsel and referrals
√	 Expand trail system, open space and wildlife corridors
√	 Support equestrians and equestrian organizations
√	 Advocacy with government and law 			 
		 enforcement agencies
√	 Assisting families impacted by fires or other natural 	
		 disasters
Protect Public Safety, the Environment and 	
Property Values
√	 Initiate Neighborhood Watch groups
√	 Liaison to local police and fire departments
√	 Assist animal health and care
√	 Reduce speeding, unsafe driving and trash truck traffic
√	 Community beautification and clean-ups
√	 Partner with real estate community
√	 Leading the fight to defeat the high speed train proposals
Promote Shadow Hills
√	 Market unique lifestyle and real estate properties
√	 Conduct SHPOA membership drives
√	 Hold general member meetings with guest speakers, 	
		 helpful information and entertainment
√	 Bi-monthly newsletter
√	 Daily email outreach and information
√	 Website information
√	 Special events and signage

Name: ___________________________________

Address: _________________________________

City/Zip: ________________________________

Phone: __________________________________

Email: ___________________________________

Shadow Hills area residents, it’s always time to join 
SHPOA! We are here for you!

--------------------------------------------------------
Your support and participation are vital

to the preservation of our rural community.
Membership only = $30

Newsletter only = $10 (non-Shadow Hills area)
Donations are always gratefully received.

Shadow Hills Property Owners Association

SHPOA
Membership Form

Check one:      O  New     O  Renewal     O  Newsletter Only
For Paypal, www.shpoa.us “Online Member Payment” OR
Mail this form with your check to: 

SHPOA-P.O. Box 345, Sunland CA 91041-0345

(“Remote”  cont’d from p. 2)

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

recycling companies that purchase stolen 
materials in bulk and piloting newer 
technologies such as installation of solar-
powered streetlights that do not require 
copper wiring and “smart nodes” on a 
small number of streetlights allowing the 
Bureau of Street Lighting to monitor the 
status of streetlights remotely. For the 
vast majority of streetlight outages, the 
City relies primarily on resident service 
requests to monitor the status of its 
network, a reliance that extends the time 
between when an outage occurs and when 
the City is able to make repairs whether 
simple or complex. Councilmember 
Heather Hutt believes that expansion of 
the City’s capability to monitor the status 
of its streetlight network in real time would 
allow the City to respond to outages more 
swiftly and provide greater data on when 
and where damage to streetlights occur. 
The Bureau of Street Lighting should 
explore the feasibility of installing remote 
sensors on its streetlights whenever it 
is implementing other improvements 
reinforcing streetlight infrastructure. In 
late August 2025, the Councilmember 
presented a Motion to City Council asking 
that the Bureau be instructed to report 
with recommendations for embedding 
sensors within street lighting infrastructure 
to allow for more active monitoring of the 
status of streetlights when it is installing 
other security improvements. The Motion 
was referred to the City Council’s Public 
Works Committee for their review and 
recommendations. At its September 
10, 2025 meeting the Public Works 
Committee considered and approved 
the recommendations as stated in the 
Motion. The Los Feliz Neighborhood 
Council submitted a Community Impact 
Statement supporting the Motion. It is 
now up to the City Council to approve the 
Motion and instruct the Bureau of Street 
Lighting to prepare and present a report 
with recommendations for embedding 
sensors within streetlight infrastructure. 
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(Continued)

(Continued) (Please see “Wash”  on p. 5)

Wreaths Across America 2025 
Ceremony

By Patricia Ramsey, Chaplain ALA Unit 
377 Tujunga

Dear SHPOA Community,
Wreaths Across America Ceremony, 

held on December 13, 2025 at 9am 
is located at Verdugo Hills of Peace 
Pioneer Ceremony in Tujunga. The 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 377 is 
hoping to have 51 wreaths sponsored 
this year. The flyer gives instructions on 
how to sponsor a wreath, just $17 each. 
Every wreath sponsored is a blessing for 
a veteran’s headstone.
This is the 4th year our local community 

has participated in this Nationally Held 
Event, with the purpose of Remembering, 
Honoring and Educating our country 
about our Fallen Veterans.
Verdugo Hills of Peace Pioneer 

Cemetery is a Los Angeles Cultural 

Historic Monument #946. All are welcome 
to attend the ceremony.
Thank you for helping bring attention to 

this day for the veterans who gave their 
all for our country.
Patricia Ramsey, Chaplain ALA Unit 377 
Tujunga  
Local Coordinator for 2025 Wreaths 
Across America Ceremony

The Tujunga Wash Alluvial Sage Scrub 
Habitat Vs A Golf Course

By Elektra Kruger, Resident

How many of you remember the days 
when there was a fight to protect the 
Tujunga Wash’s unique and rare desert-
like alluvial sage scrub habitat to the 
east of the Foothill Freeway from the 
commercial interests of a large water-

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞
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It’s never to early to start
charting your course.

Linda 

818.795.6783
DRE#01488675

LINDA KNUTSON
Broker Associate

Accredited Home Stager

SHADOW HILLS
Your Trusted Specialist

FoothillsEstates@gmail.com

Partner with a Real Estate
Professional who lives,
loves and has a vested
interest in preserving

the value and legacy of
 our equestrian community
and unique rural lifestyle.

For the best doggone
RESULTS & service...

LINDAKNUTSON.com

Home , Ranch  &  Land

Equestrian Estates & Country Living

Reach out today
 for sound advice, 

genuine care
and trusted service.

20+ years experience

From sale preparations
to relocation assistance, 

I’m here to guide you 
every step of the way.

(“Wash”  cont’d from p. 4)

(Please see “Wash”  on p. 6)

hungry 18-hole golf course. The alluvial 
sage scrub habitat is different from the 
scrub of inland deserts and hillside 
chaparral that Southern Californians 
generally recognize. The alluvial sage 
scrub habitat is a diverse collection of 
some 250 plant species dominated by 
scale broom, California buckwheat, 
yerba santa, pine goldenbush, desert 
juniper, cholla cactus and a federally 
listed endangered wildflower – the 
slender-horned spineflower with its 
nodding pink blossom that is so unlike 
any other plant that it has a genus all 
its own. The alluvial sage scrub loves 
everything most plants hate – barren 
terrain, rocky soil, endless sunlight, and 
catastrophic floods. To the untrained 
eye, the alluvial sage scrub habitat 
unlike the beauty of a forest habitat 
looks more like a stark lunar landscape. 
Despite the existence of the federally 
listed endangered flower on the property 
of the proposed golf course, by altering 
the proposed design of the golf course 
the limits of the Endangered Species 
Act were circumvented. By trimming off 
a few acres here and a few feet there, 
by leaving out artificially flood-controlling 
measures that would restrict natures 
periodic shift of its waterways across the 
Wash, the Project ended up beyond the 
reach of federal agencies with the power 
to protect the Wash. That left the ultimate 
fate of the Wash to City Hall where 
standards for protecting endangered 
species are less strict. The developer 
called this a commonsense compromise 
that would attract dollars to Sunland. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
did however envision the endangered 
slender-horned spineflower as falling 
victim to this loophole. How many of you 
remember the floods of 2005. Many of our 
own properties suffered some manner of 
landslide damage. I remember a number 
of Shadow Hills residents gathering 
together to assist a resident to clean up 
mud debris gathered in their driveway 
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REGISTER YOUR HORSE
East Valley Feed and Tack has licensing forms and 
will submit checks on your behalf to the City (they do 
not handle credit cards).

•	 Register online: www.laanimalservices.com/
Laws_Policies/Dog_License.htm

•	 Visit in person: East Valley Animal Control 
located at 14409 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys 
CA 91405

•	 For more information call: 888-4LAPET1 or 
888-452-7381.

(“Wash”  cont’d from p. 5)

from a landslide from the side of their 
property. The flood in the Tujunga Wash 
washed away the 18th fairway of the golf 
course. The developer brought in a front-
end skip-loader to create a berm to save 
a large portion of the course, something 
they actually were not allowed to do as 
no one was permitted to alter Mother 
Nature’s desire to alter any waterway’s 
pathway. To be continued in a future 
issue of the SHPOA newsletter.

Looking Back with Gratitude, Looking 
Ahead with Hope!

By Eva Lund, Resident

As the year comes to a close, we take 
a moment to reflect on all that 2025 
has brought us and to express our 
deepest gratitude. At Special Spirit, 
every moment has been touched by 
the generosity, passion, and support 
of our incredible community: From our 
dedicated volunteers who show up 
each week with joy and compassion, 
to our amazing instructors who bring 
knowledge and heart to every session, 
to the donors and grantors who help 
keep the lights on, we are grateful. 
They help us share the healing power of 
horses with those who need it most.
Summer Highlights: Healing, Horses & 

Creativity
One of our favorite memories this year 

was welcoming the wonderful kids from 
the Watts Towers Arts Center, sponsored 
by Horses in the Hood, for a week-long 
summer camp. They learned to ride, 
tried their hand at vaulting (a surprise 
favorite!), and explored their creativity 
through art.
Camps like this are why we do what we 

do—they embody the joy, growth, and 
healing that come from connection with 
horses and community.

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞
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(Please see “Looking”  on p.8)(Continued next column)

(Continued)

(“Looking”  cont’d from p. 6)

Equine General Practice
Power Dental Floats, Reproduction, Lameness, 24hr Emergencies

The Healing Power of Horses
Our equine-assisted mindfulness and 

meditation programs continue to grow. 
These sessions invite participants to 
slow down, breathe deeply, and connect 
with the regulating, calming presence of 
our horses. This year, we also introduced 
gentle yoga with Kanica Suy, offered as 
soothing mini-fundraisers.

We are thrilled to welcome Rose 
and April to our instructional team as 
we continue our   adaptive riding and 
recovery support groups, and grow our 
equine-assisted healing experiences.

Festive Fun & Fond Farewells
Mark your calendars!

We’re kicking off the season with our 
Holiday Crafting Party in the studio 
barn—ornaments, decorations, and 
maybe even a little “ho-ho-ho.” Full 
details can be found at specialspirit.org
This season also marks the final chapter 

for our beloved Trading Post. After years 

of donated treasures, it’s time for one 
last big yard sale—tack, blankets, barn 
gear, and more. Everything must go in 
this “last hurrah,” and we’re grateful for 
all who’ve contributed over the years. 
Check our website and social media @
specialspiritinc for the date. 
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Eick & Freeborn, LLP
Attorneys at Law

2604 Foothill Blvd., #C • La Crescenta
818.248.0050  •  Bill@EickFreeborn.com

Estate Planning • Real Estate
Business Consultants

(“Looking”  cont’d from p. 7)

(Please see “Dog”  on p. 9)

In Memoriam
We said goodbye to several beloved 

barn goats this year: Rosie, Valentin, 
Charlotte and Payasa. Losing our barn 
friends is never easy, but new life has 
joined us, Remi (short for Remmick) and 
Rue (short for Rue McClanahan) with all 
their kid energy and cuteness.

Lights, Camera, Action
This year, our ranch was alive with 

creativity—hosting commercial shoots 
and nonprofit projects alike. We were 
honored to welcome A New Dawn 
Foundation, a nonprofit offering trauma-
informed, holistic care to survivors of 
sex trafficking.
As always, we invite inquiries about 

renting the ranch for film shoots, 

Funding For A Sunland Park Off-Leash 
Dog Park Project

By Elektra Kruger, Resident

In late June, 2025, the General Manager 
of the Department of Recreation and 
Parks sought approval from the L.A. 
for Kids Steering Committee to submit 
a Work Plan requesting $1,350,000 in 
Measure A Annual Allocation funding 
for a Sunland Park Off-Leash Dog 
Park. The Steering Committee referred 
the request to the City Councils Parks 
Committee, Community Enrichment 
Committee and Budget and Finance 
Committee. At their August 12, 2025 

(Please see “Looking”  on p. 15)
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(Please see “Density”  on p. 10)

Call us Today!
(323) 366-9500

www.rescuerc.com

FREE 
INSPECTIONS & ESTIMATES

ROOFING | HVAC | SOLAR

Lic # 1081612
1061 Valley Sun Lane
La Canada CA 91011

MENTION “SHPOA”  TO SAVE $$$
ON YOUR PROJECT

meeting, the Parks and Community 
Enrichment Committees took the L.A. 
for Kids Steering Committee’s report 
relative to authorizing submission of a 
Work Plan for a Sunland Park Off-Leash 
Dog Park Project to the County of Los 
Angeles Regional Park and Open Space 
District under the Measure A Annual 
Allocation Program under consideration 
and approved the recommendations in 
the L.A. for Kids Steering Committee’s 
report as follows:
•	 Authorize the Department of 

Recreation and Parks to submit a Work 
Plan to the County of Los Angeles 
Regional Park and Open Space District 
under Measure A Category 1 and 2 Annual 
Allocation Program for the Sunland Dog 
Park Project
•	 Authorize the General Manager 

of Recreation and Parks to accept the 
funds if awarded for the amount and 
scope of the Project subject to approval 
of the Mayor and City Council
Subsequently, the item was referred to 

the City Council’s Budget and Finance 
Committee. At its September 2, 2025 
meeting, the Budget and Finance 
Committee concurred with the findings 
of the Parks and Community Enrichment 
Committees. At its September 10, 2025 
meeting the City Council adopted the 
item and now awaits approval of the 
Mayor.
Update: Mayor Karen Bass approved 

the committees’ report relative to a Work 
Plan for the Sunland Dog Park Project 
on September 19, 2025

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

Amend The State Density Bonus Law In 
HFSZs

By Elektra Kruger, Resident

The topography of many communities 
in High Fire Severity Zones often 
make emergency evacuation difficult 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
SHPOA LICENSE PLATE FRAMES

Blue or Black

Suggested Donation:
$15 for one
$25 for two

Email us at shpoa@shpoa.us and we will 
arrange for you to pick them up. 

(Continued)

(Continued next column)

(Please see “Bills”  on p. 11)

Resolution which was then approved by 
Mayor Karen Bass on March 6, 2025

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

When Your Bills Rise — And The 
Hydrants Run Dry

By Carlos George, SHPOA Board

You open your monthly utility bill and 
there it is again: another increase in 
water and electricity rates. “It’s inflation,” 
they say. “Higher maintenance costs.” 
But meanwhile, those same dollars 
aren’t always reinvested where they are 
most needed — into the pipes, pumps, 
and reservoirs that keep fire hydrants 
working and water flowing uphill.
In Los Angeles, the Los Angeles 

Department of Water and Power (LADWP) 
is not only the city’s utility provider. It’s 
also one of the few agencies where 
funds get shifted into the city’s general 
fund, rather than being fully dedicated 
to system upgrades and capital repairs. 
That means that money meant for your 
water infrastructure competes for budget 
space with other city priorities.
That arrangement creates a gulf between 

rising utility rates and deteriorating 
infrastructure. And when disaster strikes 
— as it did during the recent Palisades 
Fire — the consequences become 
stark: hydrants that ran dry, low water 
pressure, and a key reservoir that had 
been taken offline for repairs. Residents 
have sued, accusing LADWP and the 
city of failing to maintain critical systems. 
The Santa Ynez Reservoir, capable of 

(“Density”  cont’d from p. 9)

because of the high volume of people 
simultaneously trying to leave their 
homes with limited egress routes 
available. In mid-January 2025, 
Councilmember Traci Parks presented 
a Resolution to the City Council stating 
that, by its adoption, the City of Los 
Angeles would include in its 2025-2026 
State Legislative Program, support 
and/or sponsorship for any legislation 
that would result in amendments to the 
State’s Density Bonus Law ensuring 
that evacuation routes within and 
immediately surrounding High Fire 
Severity Zones are not overwhelmed by 
dense development that could impede 
the safe passage of people fleeing 
life threatening circumstances. At its 
February 14, 2025 meeting, the City 
Council’s Intergovernmental Relations 
Committee approved the Resolution as 
written and forwarded it to the full Council 
for its consideration. The Westside 
Neighborhood Council voted to support 
the Resolution advocating that the State 
not increase housing density where it 
would negatively impact evacuation 
routes. The Resolution was reviewed 
at the City Council’s February 26, 2025 
session. The City Council adopted the 
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♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

(Continued)

holding 117 million gallons, had been 
emptied for maintenance before the fire. 
The lawsuit claims this was a cost-saving 
choice, leaving the system dangerously 
underprepared. 
LADWP responds that the hydrant 

failures were due to extreme demand and 
conditions outside what the system was 
designed to handle. They claim they met 
all fire code standards and that repairs 
were underway. 
But the questions remain:
•	 Why allow funds to drift to the 
general fund instead of strictly into 
infrastructure?
•	 Who enforces that utility revenue is 
reinvested into water and power systems 
— not diverted?
•	 When hydrants fail during 
emergencies, who answers for it — the 
ratepayers, the utility, or the city?
For people in the hills, the costs of 

neglect show up not just in bills, but in 
their homes’ vulnerability. Meanwhile, 
ordinary citizens are left asking: Where is 
the accountability?

MyLA311 App Update
By Carlos George, SHPOA Board

Following a major update to the MyLA311 
app and website in March 2025, users 
and city staff have reported widespread 
issues:
Reported Problems
•	 Poor user experience: The new 

interface is harder to navigate.
•	 Unreliable AI features: The request 

categorization tool is causing errors.
•	 GPS errors: Service requests are 

being mislocated.
•	 Access issues: Field crews struggle 

to retrieve request notes.
•	 Missing history: Past service 

requests have disappeared.

•	 Premature closures: Requests 
are marked “closed” before work 
is done.

•	 Photo upload problems: Large 
images fail to upload properly.

City Response
In September 2025, the LA City Council 

ordered a full review of the system to: 
•	 Compare performance pre- and 

post-update.
•	 Assess efficiency and cost 

savings.
•	 Collect feedback from staff and 

contractors.
User Alternatives
•	 Use the MyLA311 website.
•	 Call 311 or (213) 473-3231 during 

business hours.
•	 Submit feedback via email at 

311@lacity.org or through the 
app/website.

Audit Reveals Millions Unaccounted 
for at Los Angeles Homeless Services 

Authority
By Carlos George, SHPOA Board

Findings show weak oversight, missing 
documentation, and systemic failures in 
$2.4 billion homelessness response
A comprehensive audit of the Los 

Angeles Homeless Services Authority 
(LAHSA) has uncovered widespread 
financial mismanagement, revealing 
that millions of taxpayer dollars cannot 
be fully tracked or verified. The findings, 
released jointly by city and county 
auditors and reviewed under a federal 
court order, cite “near-zero financial 
oversight” across multiple agencies 
responsible for managing homelessness 
funds.
Between 2016 and 2023, LAHSA 

advanced more than $50.8 million to 
outside service providers. Auditors 
found that only $2.5 million had 
been recovered, leaving $8 million in 

(Continued next column) (Please see “Audit”  on p. 12)
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(Please see “Audit”  on p. 13)

 

 
“Protecting You, Your Money, Your Family & Legacy.” 

ATTORNEY JOSEPH MCHUGH 
& TRIAGE DIRECTOR KATHY MCHUGH 

(Long Time Shadow Hills Residents) 
 

FREE Phone CONSULTATIONS  
 

 2600 W Olive St. 5th Floor 
Burbank, CA  91505 
818.241.4238 

✓  Trusts & Wills (Pet Trusts!) 
✓ Restatement of Existing Trusts 
✓ Power of Attorneys 
✓ Asset Protection Planning for personal 

lawsuits 
✓ LLCs set up & tied to Living Trusts 
✓ Asset Protection Irrevocable Trusts  
✓ Elder Law Planning  
✓ Probate Administration 
✓ Special Needs Planning & Trusts 
✓ Trust Administration (Closing Trust) 

www.la-lawcenter.com 
 

“FAILING to Plan is Planning TO FAIL!”- Ben Franklin 
 

 
 

8485 Glenoaks Blvd. Ste 3, Sun Valley, CA 91352

uncollected balances and $5 million 
in expenditures without supporting 
documentation. Additional discrepancies 
in contract awards totaled over $500,000.
The review also identified $513 million 

in unspent or untracked homelessness 
funds citywide and found that 
approximately 25% of funded shelter 
beds remain unused, resulting in an 
estimated $218 million in inefficiency 
costs over the past five years.
Auditors cited outdated data systems, 

poor documentation practices, and 
inconsistent contract monitoring as 
primary causes. The report also noted 
that LAHSA completed only two of eight 
planned internal audits in fiscal years 
2023 and 2024, citing staff shortages 
and leadership turnover.
“This is not just an accounting issue 

— it’s a question of trust,” said City 
Controller Marisol Reyes. “Angelenos 
are being taxed to fight homelessness, 
and they deserve to know where every 
dollar goes.”
The audit recommends the creation 

of a centralized oversight body for 
homelessness funding, mandatory 
repayment schedules for all cash 
advances, and the development of a 
unified data system connecting city, 
county, and LAHSA records.
Several City Council members have 

called for immediate hearings and 
potential restructuring of LAHSA’s 
management. “The current system is 
broken,” said Councilmember Dana Kim. 
“We must rebuild public confidence and 
ensure every dollar truly reaches those 
in need.”
Despite the magnitude of the findings, 

no employees have been terminated, 
suspended, or charged in connection with 
the audit. Critics argue this underscores 
a deeper culture of impunity in Los 
Angeles’ homelessness bureaucracy. 

(“Audit”  cont’d from p. 11)
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(Please see “Fodder”  on p. 14)

OUR FAVORITE WORD IS...

SOLD!

“No accountability, no consequences — 
and no arrests,” said one civic watchdog. 
“Until there are real repercussions, 
these failures will continue to repeat 
themselves.”
The full audit, including detailed findings 

and recommendations, is available 
through the Los Angeles County Auditor-
Controller’s Office and the U.S. District 
Court’s Carter oversight report.

The Elektra Kruger Picnic Area
By Tina Eick, SHPOA Board

On behalf of the Fond Land Preservation 
Foundation and the Shadow Hills Property 
Owners Association, we sincerely thank 
Elektra Kruger for her many years of 
dedication to the environment and to our 
rural Shadow Hills community. Elektra’s 
consistent support and hard work to 
maintain our unique lifestyle is genuinely 
appreciated. In honor of her unwavering 
activism, we have dedicated an area in 
the Fond Park in her name, The Elektra 
Kruger Picnic Area, which is located 
at the eastern entrance to the park, 
next to the #210 Freeway. A dedication 
ceremony in Elektra’s honor, was held at 
the site on October 19, 2025 at 1:00 pm. 
Many of her Shadow Hills friends and 
neighbors attended the ceremony to join 
in the festivities.
Again, our sincerest thanks to you, 

Elektra.

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

Sign Up For Daily Fodder
By Tina Eick, SHPOA Board

In order to stay current on neighborhood 
issues, local events and activities, 
pertinent legislation, yard sales, items 
for sale or to give away, along with lost/
found animal notices, sign up for The 
Daily Fodder,  by emailing us at shpoa@
shpoa.us  (Please note that The Daily 

♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞
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♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

(Please see “SB79”  on p. 15)

(“Fodder”  cont’d from p. 13)

DAVE ELLINGFORD
FREE ESTIMATES
AND THE LOWEST PRICES!
25 Years Experience
Making Your Home Beautiful!
Lic. - Bonded - Insured

636.7393636.7393CELL
818

ELLINGFORD@AOL.COM
818.353.8987

Equipped for all Types!
Insurance Claims

EMERGENCY SERVICE
TREE SERVICE

• Landscape Timbers
• Hillside Terracing
• Privacy Trees
• Masonry
• Wrought Iron Fencing - Installation & Repair

Fodder cannot take ads for businesses).
The Daily Fodder is free ! And it’s 

relevant.

SB79 Update From United Neighbors
By Marie Kalban, United Neighbors

Hello Everyone,
SB 79 is now state law. Many of our 

legislators, the Governor and the Mayor 
will never be impacted by this bill but 
those of us that are now somewhere 
within the 150 circles SB 79 identifies will 
now be in neighborhoods that are zoned 
multi-family.  
To all of you that took the time and the 

energy to fight SB 79 because it was such 
a stupid bill, we thank you for fighting 
this fight with us.  We knew all along that 
the people with access to the Governor 
would always have the advantage.  And 
people with money like big tech and land 
investors and their lobbyists (Streets 
for All, Abundant Housing) always have 
access.   But together we fought for our 
communities and for smarter planning 
and for more equitable solutions.   We 
gave them all a run for their money. 
Unfortunately, SB 79 will be felt by many 

neighborhoods. Now we must all insist on 
answers from our council members.  The 
city is allowed to prepare an Alternate 
Plan to SB 79.  Will they? What are the 
city’s plans? Is there money to do a plan?  
Will they work diligently  to find ways 
to protect all our neighborhoods while 
allowing more density? The city has a lot 
of issues and we must make SB 79 our 
issue.  The city could have done more to 
stand up against SB 79.  Our legislators 
need to know we will either vote for them 
or vote against them in the next election 
based on their ideas and solutions 
moving forward.  We should not let any 
of them off the hook on this bill.  Now you 
can bet that future bills will be going into 
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♞ ♞ ♞ ♞ ♞

(“SB79”  cont’d from p. 14)
TTiimmee  ttoo  SSeellll  RReeaallttyy    

Disregard this ad if you are currently working with a broker. 
3500 W. Olive Suite 300, Burbank CA 91505

JJaammeess  
SSaanncchheezz  

RReeaallttoorr//BBrrookkeerr  
881188--440022--99001155  

DRE#01436495

  Time to Sell Realty

If you think it’s Time to Sell
Call James at 818 402 9015
Follow me on social media
IG @jamess_71 FB /James4Re
42 years of Shadow Hills living!

 Equestrian Properties

 Trust/ Probate Sales

 Standard  Sales

 18 years horse owner

 Enjoying the area since 1979

more single-family neighborhoods.
We must take a minute and catch our 

collective breaths. We have become a 
powerful group.   We have received lots 
of phone calls from news outlets around 
the country that have heard about us.  
We must continue to work together for 
better solutions, not just easier ones.
We thank you all for sticking together.  

We, preemptively, have been planning 
next steps.  We will loop back and inform 
all of you about them soon.  Stay with us. 
We all must give ourselves a collective 

pat on the back for what we have managed 
to do. Tomorrow is another day!

With best regards,
Maria Kalban, United Neighbors

photography, and special events. Our 
space is more than a barn—it’s a canvas 
for healing, storytelling, and connection.
With Gratitude
As we prepare to welcome a new 

year, we carry forward the memories, 
milestones, and magic of 2025. The 
support we receive makes everything 
possible.  
Wishing everyone joy, growth, and 

healing in 2026 from all of us at Special 
Spirit

(“Looking”  cont’d from p. 8)

HOPE YOU CAN JOIN US AT 
OUR HOLIDAY PARTY ON 

DECEMBER 20TH!  SEE FRONT 
PAGE FOR DETAILS
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Aluminum Door & Screen... 6
Armstrong Insurance.......... 5
Backdoor Bakery................ 7
Bob Hunter Plumbing......... 6
Crescenta Valley Tree........ 8
David Robertson, DVM....... 7
East Valley Feed & Tack..... 6
Eick & Freeborn, Attorneys.8
Ellingford Brush Clearance.14
Grocery Outlet.................. 15
Hug-A-Tree......................... 4
James Sanchez,Realtor... 15
JMR Flooring...................... 7

LA Law Center.................. 12
Linda Knutson, Realtor....... 5
Marconi Radio.................. 12
Pet Medical Center............. 9
Rescue Roofing.................. 9
Rodeo Cleaners.................. 8
Sally Hall, Realtor............. 13
SoilDirect.com.................... 8
Starlight Pilates................. 13
The Stonehurst................. 14
Tony Margulies................... 6
TransAction........................ 8
Trish Ramsey, Realtor........ 7

East Valley Animal Shelter  
Needs Blankets, Towels,  

Toys And Treats For Cats And Dogs
14409 Vanowen St, Van Nuys, CA 91405    

(888) 452-7381 laanimalservices.com

Shadow Hills Property Owners Association
P.O. Box 345 • Sunland, CA 91041-0345

Important City Numbers

 Dial 311 – Info on all City Services
 L.A. Dept. of Water & Power.	(800) 342-5397
 Street Service....................... 	(800) 996-2489
 Large Item Pickup................ 	(800) 773-2489
 Abandoned Car.................... 	(800) 222-6366

Community Calendar
Foothill Trails District Neighborhood Council (FTDNC)
•	 	 4th Tuesday, Every Month 7 p.m.
•	 Lakeview Terrace Recreation Center
•	 www.ftdnc.org 
FTDNC Land-Use Committee meeting 
•	 	 1st Thursday, Every Month 7 p.m.
•	   	 Via Zoom (see www.ftdnc.org calendar)
FTDNC Equestrian Committee meeting
•	 	 2nd Thursday, Every Month 7 p.m.
•	 Via Zoom (see www.ftdnc.org calendar)
FTDNC Public Safety Committee meeting
•	 	 2nd Tuesday, Every Month 6 p.m.
•	 	 Lakeview Terrace Recreation Center
LAPD Community Coffee Time
•	 	 1st Thursday, Every Month 9:00 a.m.
•	 	 SVANC Office, 8720 Sunland Blvd., Sun Valley
Hansen Dam Park Advisory Board
•	 	 LAST Tuesday, Every Month 7 p.m.
•	 Hansen Dam Horse Park Club
ETI C20
•	 	 1st Monday, Every Month
•	 Nikki Ahten, 818-489-6527
•	 	 ETI National.com

Advertiser’s Index

Emergency Animal Hospitals & Services
Animal Specialty Group  	  www.asgvets.com
4641 Colorado Blvd. (off 5 Fwy), Los Angeles  90039
(818) 244-7977	 Mon–Fri: 2pm–8am; Weekends: 24 hours
Animal Emergency Centre  	 www.valleypet911.com
11730 Ventura Blvd., Studio City  91604
(818) 760-3882	 Mon–Thurs: 6pm–8am; Weekends: Fri 6pm–
Mon 8am
Shadow Hills Chip Reader: Jacqy Gamble (818) 426-5226

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Santa Clarita, CA

Permit #800

Key Community Locations & Contact Info
All Nations Church: 10000 Foothill Blvd., Lake View Terrace
Bolton Hall: 10110 Commerce Ave., Tujunga (818-352-3420)
Lake View Terrace Recreation Center: 11075 Foothill Blvd., 		

     Lake View Terrace
Shadow Hills Presbyterian Church: (Johanna/Sunland Blvd. 		

     intersection); Pastor Doug Nason (818-353-2500)
Stonehurst Park: 9901 Dronfield, Stonehurst/Shadow Hills 

(818-767-0314)
Stonehurst Elementary School: 9851 Stonehurst Ave., Sun Valley       	

     (818-767-8014)
Tierra del Sol: 9919 Sunland Blvd., Shadow Hills (818-352-1419)
Village Christian School: 8930 Village Ave., Sun Valley 

(818-767-8282)
City of LA North Valley Neighborhood City Hall/Office: Council 

Member Monica Rodriguez, District 7, 7747 Foothill Blvd., 
Tujunga, CA 91042, (818-352-3287)

Ne xt SHPOA Mee t ing: Tue sday, Nov. 11, 2025, 7 pm   Visit www.shpoa.us

WANT TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE 
SHPOA NEWSLETTER?

Our newsletter reaches over 2200 households and is 
issued every 2 months.  $50 for a business card ad, $105 
for 1/4 page, and $210 for 1/2 page. For more info, email 
invoices@shpoa.us

SHPOA ADVERTISING DEADLINE
For Jan-Feb 2026 Newsletter: Dec. 13th


